
Story Starters
Write and Illustrate Your Own Story

Look carefully at this painting, then finish the story started below using details from the work 
of art and your imagination.

Fidelle and I are both 
getting tired of sitting 
still for this portrait...

Illustrate part of your story here!

Berthe Morisot, Young Girl with a Dog (Jeune fille au chien) (detail), ca. 1887. Oil on canvas.  Michael Armand Hammer and the Hammer Foundation.



Story Starters
Write and Illustrate Your Own Story

It was hot, so she moved 
out of the sun into the 
shade of her favorite 
tree...

Illustrate part of your story here!

Gustave Caillebotte, Square in Argenteuil (detail), early 1880s. Oil on canvas. Michael Armand Hammer and the Hammer Foundation.
 

Look carefully at this painting, then finish the story started below using details from the work 
of art and your imagination.



Story Starters
Write and Illustrate Your Own Story

How heavy this laundry 
basket is. My back aches 
from bending and folding, 
bending and folding...

Illustrate part of your story here!

Edgar Degas, Laundress Carrying Linen (detail), 1888-1892. Pastel. Michael Armand Hammer and the Hammer Foundation.
 

Look carefully at Degas’ drawing, then finish the story started below using details from the work 
of art and your imagination.



Story Starters
Write and Illustrate Your Own Story

That might be the last 
time I see him, she 
thought, as she put down 
the binoculars...

Illustrate part of your story here!

 Ernest Ange Duez, Woman in Grey on Board Ship, Gazing at the Sea (detail), 1873. Oil on canvas. Museum purchase, with fund provided by the Suzette and Eugene Davidson Fund.

Look carefully at this image taken from a painting in the Museum’s permanent collection, then 
finish the story started below using details from the work of art and your imagination.



Story Starters
Write and Illustrate Your Own Story

If I stare at that shadow 
long enough, it looks like 
a rabbit...

Illustrate part of your story here!

 Thomas Eakins, Portrait of Master Douty (detail), 1906. Oil on canvas. SBMA, gift of Mrs. Sterling Morton for the Preston Morton Collection.

Look carefully at this image taken from a painting in the Museum’s permanent collection, then 
finish the story started below using details from the work of art and your imagination.



Story Starters
Write and Illustrate Your Own Story

He fell to his knees. So 
much wheat to harvest. 
How could he do it?

Illustrate part of your story here!

 Jules Bastion-Lepage, The Ripened Wheat (Les Bles Murs) (detail), 1884. Oil on canvas. Museum purchase, with funds provided by the Suzette and Eugene Davidson and the Davidson Endowment.

Look carefully at this painting, then finish the story started below using details from the work 
of art and your imagination.



Story Starters
Write and Illustrate Your Own Story

She heard footsteps in 
the passageway...

Illustrate part of your story here!

William Merritt Chase, The Lady in Pink (Portrait of the Artist’s Wife) (detail), 1886. Oil on canvas. SBMA, bequest of Margaret Mallory. 

Look carefully at this image taken from a painting in the Museum’s permanent collection, then 
finish the story started below using details from the work of art and your imagination.


