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Artist Beatrice Wood (1893-1998) was a free spirit whose early work involved drawing and painting.
She reinvented herself as a ceramic artist later in life—she was 50 when she began making the work for
which she is best known. Throughout her long and creative life (she lived to be 105!) drawing continued
to be important, serving as a lively and playful visual diary.

Wood is also remembered for her sense of fun and cheerful disregard of rules. She became famous for
her stick figures. These drawings capture personality in a few simple lines. What words would you use to
describe the attitude displayed by these figures?
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IMAGE CREDITS CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: Beatrice Wood, The woman who war virteous, 1997. Pencil and colored pencil on paper, 14 x 11 in.
SBMA, Gift of Francis M. Naumann and Marie T. Keller. Beatrice Wood, The woman who war virteous (detail), 1997. The Blindman’s Ball Poster (detail).
Designed by Beatrice Wood, 1917.



Draw a simple stick figure portrait of someone in action,

then write one word that sums up who they are.




